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   The Abington Community Library at 50  
                                  by Sharleen and Dennis Martin 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
      
     The story of the Abington Community Library is largely the story of a vast 
number of individuals dedicated to not only having a library in the Abingtons but 
to having a great library.  The thirty-one people who met on January 11, 1960 
committed themselves and the community to this endeavor. 
     Before the library could hold its Open House on June 18 of that year, a Board 
of Trustees was set up, bylaws adopted, a door-to-door fund drive was conducted, 
the Abington Fabric Shop was rented and adapted for a library, and people trained 
at the high school library to learn library skills. 
     The Board supervised day-to-day operations as well as engaging in a hefty 
amount of fund-raising.  While men did most of the shelf building, women ran the 
day-to-day operations.  By 1967, the library was established well enough that the 
Board’s main concern was raising the money for its own building.  The Grand 
Opening of the School Street Library was May 21, 1967 and soon after day-to-day 
operations were turned over to Mary Riley in the newly created unpaid position of 
Executive Director. 
     After about a year, the Executive Director position was made a part-time 
salaried one.  Less than two years later, Mary Tuthill was hired as a very part-time 
clerk-typist and a year after that, a part-time circulation – reference librarian was 
hired.  While there was now a salaried core, most of the work was still done by 
volunteers.  Indeed, at this time, the first Silver Bowl, for ten years service, was 
given to Betty Stark. 
     The details of the departure of Mary Riley in 1970, the later hiring of Mary 
Tuthill as Executive Director and the expansion of the School Street building in 
1979 will be told in a series of twice a month posters at the library as will more 
recent history such as building and expanding the Grove Street building, the 
adoption of a county-wide tax to support libraries, and the establishment of the 
Friends of the Library.  There will also be a slide show presentation in April on the 
History of the Library in honor of this anniversary. 
      The library has already started its year-long celebration of its anniversary.  
Patrons are invited to record their favorite library memories for a permanent 
record, attend period movies, participate in contests, and many other activities.  
See page 3 for a schedule of events.  While we honor the past, we will live in the 
present and this anniversary is as much dedicated to our next fifty years as our last. 

Members of the first Board 
of Trustees 
of the Abington 
Community Library 
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   Children’s Winter Activities   
  at the Library  
�   by Mary Ann McGrath 

 

Our “Think Spring” Story Hours will be held during the month of March. 
 Pre-schoolers (age 3 – 5 years) will meet on five Tuesdays from March 2 
through March 30. Programs are held from10:30 to 11:00 am and 
repeated from 1:30 to 2:00 pm.   Toddlers (age 2 and 3 years) will have 
their programs on Thursdays from 10:30 to 11:00 am from March 4 
through April 1.  “1 – 2 – 3 Story and Playtime” for 1 through 3 year-olds 
will be held at 10:30 am on March 5 and March 19.  Registration is not 
required for this program.  However, Pre-schoolers and Toddlers must be 
pre-registered for their programs.  All Story Hours are held in the 
children’s Story Room.  They are about one-half hour long and feature 
read-alouds from the picture book collection, finger plays and songs, and 
simple crafts based on the books read.  “1- 2 – 3 Story and Playtime” is 
designed to be an introduction to Story Hours.  Each program includes a 
brief play and  socialization time followed by two stories and finger plays 
appropriate for toddlers.  Simple crafts are also introduced.  At the 
conclusion of the time, children are encouraged to select a book from a 
box put out in the middle of the room and share it with a parent/caregiver 
before leaving for  home. 
 
“Make-It, Take-It Craft Time” for March will be held on Wednesday, 
March 17, St. Patrick’s Day.  Parents and children may “drop in” any time 
between 3:00 pm and 5:00 pm to make a variety of creative “Spring 
Things.”  All materials and instructions for the crafts will be provided.  
Pre-registration is necessary.  Recommended for children age 3 through 
10. 
 
WRITING CONTESTS:  Deadline for the Spring Creative Writing 
Contest, for grades 1 through 6, is March 26.  Entry forms and complete 
instructions are still available at the Children’s Desk.  Nine winners will 
be the recipients of gift cards.  Deadline for the 50th Anniversary Essay 
Contest is March 31.  The theme is “I love the Abington Community 
Library because. . .”  For Grades 1  through 12.  Three winners will be 
chosen and their essays will be put into a Time Capsule.  They will also 
each receive a gift card.  Winners of both contests will be announced 
during National Library Week, April 11 – 17.  For further information 
contact the library. 
 
Mrs. Betty Perry, moderator of Everything’s Stamps, the library’s club for 
young stamp collectors, is encouraging new membership, especially 
among 7th and 8th graders.  The club meets on the third Sunday of each 
month at the library. 
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 May Film Festival 
         by Mary Yeager 

Think spring and think the 
Abington Community 
Library.  This May, join film 
historian Pete Chapla in 
viewing and discussing “The 
Best of the 30s Musicals!”   

The series will be held on 
three consecutive Monday 
nights, starting at 6:00 p.m.  It 
kicks off with 42nd Street 
(1933) on May 10th.  Next up 
is Top Hat (1935), which will 
be shown on May 17th.  The 
festival concludes with Swing 
Time (1936) on May 24th. 

Watch for upcoming summer 
film festivals in June and 
August, again hosted by 
Pete.  Till then, see you at the 
movies! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter! 
Abingtoncomlib 

Be our Fan on Facebook! 
Abington Community 

Library 
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ACL 50 th Anniversary Celebration Schedule: 
�
“I love the Abington Community Library because…” A 50th Anniversary Essay Contest for students, February 1 - March 31. One winner will be selected 
from each age group:  Grades 1 – 3, 4 – 6, 7-8, 9-10, and 11-12. The winning essays will be placed in a Time Capsule being prepared by the Teen 
Leadership Committee, to be opened 2020.  Each winner will also receive a gift card to Borders. Essays will be the property of the Abington Community 
Library and winners will be announced on Saturday, April 17, when all entries will be put on display. 
 
Saturday, April 10 – Friends Book Sale and ACL~TLC Bake Sale@ the Clarks Summit United Methodist Church, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 
Saturday, April 10 – Anime/Manga Club – Nani?!? Original Bookmark Sale @ Clarks Summit United Methodist Church, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.  Benefits 
programming @ the Library. 
 
Monday, Apr. 12 – Make-It, Take-It Craft Day, drop in between 3-5 pm    Create a festive craft in honor of our 50th Anniversary - 5 - 10 years 
 
National Library Week/Anniversary Story Times with Guest Readers from the Past! 
 
Tuesday, April 13 - Mary Tuthill (10:30 to 11:00 am) - ages 3 – 5 years 
 
Tuesday, April 13 - Sharon McArdle (1:30 to 2:00 pm) - ages 3 – 5 years 
 
Tuesday, Apr. 13 – Sharleen and Dennis Martin will present a program on the History of the Abington Community Library.  Light refreshments.  7 PM. 
 
Wednesday, Apr. 14 – Now & Then Games! Join us for games, past & present throughout the library. 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.  All Ages. 
 
Wednesday, Apr. 14 – Proclamation of Abington Community Library Day by the County Commissioners. All welcome to attend.  Time TBA 
 
Thursday, April 15 - Laurie Fleming (10:30 – 11:00 am) -   ages 2 & 3 years   Kindermusic program 
 
Thursday, April 15 - Chris Arcangelo (7:00 – 7:45 pm) -   ages 4 – 8 years with families 
 
Thursday, Apr. 15 – Thursday, Apr. 15 – Clarks Summit resident Warren Watkins will be presenting on the history of the Abingtons as part of our 50th 
Anniversary Celebration. 7 PM. 
 
Friday, Apr. 16 – Sandy Longo, with the help of the Teen Leadership Committee, will be creating a time capsule. It will be opened in 10 years and will be 
on display Friday evening and Saturday the 17th. 
 
Friday, Apr. 16 – The Abington Community Library 50th Anniversary Celebration – at the Library.  By invitation only for past and present Trustees, 
Friends, volunteers, and staff. 
 
Saturday, April 17 - (11:00 am to 2:00 pm) Celebrate the Library’s 50th Anniversary!  Meet and greet one of the Library’s original Board members, Jane 
Schautz, who will be engaging all in story times based on the Paper Bag Princess at 11AM and 1:30PM, enjoy some refreshments, and see our slide 
show/historic displays. Crafts and activities for children sponsored by the ACL ~ Teen Leadership Committee and Anime/Manga Clubs. For all ages and 
open to the public. 
 
Saturday, June 12 –  7 – 8:30PM. A concert to benefit the ACL: Charlie Russello Project: Instrumental/rock/fusion/new-age style in the Ryon Room with 
Charlie Russelo (all guitars), Dave Yarros (bass), and John Carpenetti (drums/percussion). Light refreshments served. Tickets: $10/pp 
 
All year long: 
 
 * Movies Through the Decades with volunteer Michael Tammaro 
 
Tuesday, Jan. 12 - Easy Rider – representing the 60’s Tuesday, March 16 – Jaws – representing the 70’s Monday, April 12 – The Big Chill – representing 
the 80’s Tuesday, May 11 – Fargo – representing the 90’s Tuesday, June 15 – American Beauty - representing the present decade 
 
 * Displays of mementos compliments of Sharleen and Dennis Martin 
 
 * Articles in the ABINGTON JOURNAL and ABINGTON SUBURBAN monthly, compliments of Sharleen and Dennis Martin. 
 
 * Memories of the Abington Community Library memory book. 
 
 * Book displays from the past decades. 
 
Also being planned:  A Grilled Hot Dog Family Night July 20th from 4-7 PM and A 60s Night in the fall! 
 
 
Committtee 
 
Staff: Leah Ducato Rudolph, Dorothy Boccella 
 
Trustees: Melissa Jones, Robin Domenico 
 
Friends: Michael Tammaro, Sandy Tielebein,  Sharleen Martin,  Dennis Martin 
 
Community: Mary Ann Nichols 
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 Annual Fund Contributions, Continued from Winter Ne ws... 
 

 This year we have ambitious plans that include celebration of our 50th year. However, individuals and 
institutions like this one are facing substantial economic and financial hardships that have continued from last 
year. The Abington Community Library is both a resource during these difficult times and an organization in 
need of our support. The Library has seen an increase in foot traffic, checkouts of material and computers, and 
attendance at programs, due to current conditions. It is the only resource available in the community to assist 
with research for jobs, finances, school and family issues, and community functions in one location.   
 We need your help to remain excellent!  You may still make a contribution by sending a check 
payable to the “Abington Community Library” to 1200 West Grove Street, Clarks Summit PA 18411 to be 
counted in as one of our proud donors. The following donations have been gratefully received. 

A Friend 
Albright, Rich & Diana 
Atkins, Patricia 
Baildon, John & Rachel 
Banks, Martha 
Brier, Daniel & Karen 
Brunori, Ralph & Joanne 
Carey, Michael & Barbara 
Christensen, John & Sue 
Conrad, Howard & Barbara 
Crowley, Trip and Michele and Family 
Cummings, Alison 
Davison, Rich and Mary Ellen 
Dawgert, Dennis & Grace 
Dougherty, Charles 
Fabbo, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Fanning, Richard 
Farr, Jane 
Foster, Jean A. 
Friedmann, Esther 
Gilligan, Thomas & Maxine 
Golden, Lawrence 
Grabfelder, Barbara 
Griffin, Lynn & Bill 
Hamilton, Gayle 
Harding, Bernie 
Harrison, Cynthia 
Hodge, Joel & Margaret 
Hughes, Polly P. 
Jones, Melissa 
Kania, Mary Ann 
Kaplan, Barry & Donna 
Keen, Donald & Betty – in memory of  Lisa 
Stroud Krivickas 
Kelly Dental Care – Robert & Margaret 
Knoebel, Margaret 
Kranick, Richard 
 

Lear Assoc. – Mr. and Mrs. Gary Martin, Sr. 
Lewis, Lois A. 
Mahon, Heather 
McGrath, Mary Ann 
McGrew, Gail 
McKnight, Ruth S. 
McMahon, Kristie & Patrick 
Millett, Marcy 
Mock, Steve & Judy 
Murphy, Theresa 
Nealon, Jeanene 
Nichols, Mary Ann 
O’Brien, Mary 
O’Donnell, Mr. & Mrs. Peter 
Perry, Lois & Jack 
Price, Peter & Mary 
Richards, Tricia 
Roberts, Rebecca 
Roe, Eugene 
Sandercock, M. Jacquelyn 
Santoski, Laura 
Schumacher, Mrs. Mary 
Selige, Stepehn G. 
Shah, Gunjan 
Sheldon, Drs. Margaret & Douglas 
Stella, Nancy 
Suraci, Janet 
Tierney, William R. – Ins. Markets Agency 
Tuthill, Mary and Jackson Stroud 
Vietz, Diane 
Vivian, Kathleen 
Voyce, Steve & Peggy 
Watkins, Warren & Phyllis 
Weinschenk, Kit and Al 
Weiss, John & Connie 
Winslow, Richard & Mary Ellen 



PROGRAMS FOR ALL AGES  
PROGRAM NOTES:  Most programs will be conducted at the Library, unless otherwise noted, and 
registration is required. Please register for programs by visiting the library, calling 570.587.3440, or 
register online at www.lclshome.org/abington, click on “Library Events.”  Check the library or library 
website for programs added after this newsletter has gone to print. 
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Leadership and Teamwork �
  

            Although Youth Leadership Month (Feb. 1 – 28) has passed, members of the Abington 
Community Library Teen Leadership Committee (TLC) and Anime/Manga Club – Nani?!? remain 
committed to leadership and working together.  Spring welcomes our first collaborative fundraising 
effort, a Rummage Sale, Saturday, April 10, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Proceeds of this sale will be used by the 
TLC and Anime/Manga Club – Nani?!? to cover programming expenses for children of all ages and 
teens.  Also, a portion will be donated to the Library to help with monthly expenses. 
  
            Additionally, both groups will be hosting other events on Saturday, April 10, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
 at Clarks Summit United Methodist Church.  TLC will be hosting their Bake Sale at the Friends of the 
Abington Community Library Bi-Annual Book Sale.  And, Anime/Manga Club – Nani?!? will be 
hosting their Original Bookmark Sale.  All proceeds will benefit TLC and Anime/Manga Club – 
Nani?!?           
  

We feel that it is very important for us to work together to plan programs for the children who 
use the Library, to promote a lifelong love of reading as well as increase their awareness of all library 
services.  It is important to committee and club members to help the Library, as a whole, during these 
tough economic times as the library has been very supportive of us as their teen advisory group.  They 
provide us the opportunity to give a voice to all young adults and the chance to development leadership 
skills that will assist us in years to come, in academic pursuits, work environments, volunteer and 
community service, and life. 

  
Hope to see you in the spring! 
  

Emma Musto, Co-Chair, Teen Leadership Committee 
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1200 West Grove St. 
Clarks Summit, PA  18411 
 
Phone: .570.587.3440 
 
Use our website to check on 
Holiday or snow closings: 
www.lclshome.org/Abington 
 
For upcoming programs, 
click on “Library Events.” 
 
Ask a reference librarian for 
information about POWER 
Library, a collection of 
reliable databases for 
professional and personal 
reference. 
 
 

Regular Library Hours 
 
Mon-Fri        9 am – 9 pm 
Sat               9 am – 5 pm 
Sun              2 pm – 5 pm 

 

Abington Community Library Memorials 
Recent memorial contributions to the Abington Community Library  

are greatly appreciated and include those in memory of: 
 

    Frank Applebaum, Lisa Stroud Krivickas, Robert A. Sheridan, and 
Michael Wirchniansky 

To make a memorial, please inquire at the circulation desk.    
 
���

                                                             
          
 
 
 
          

 

1200 West Grove Street 

Clarks Summit PA 18411 

Abington Community Library Mission Statement  
The Abington Community Library’s mission is to facilitate lifelong learning, provide 
for leisure-time interests, support student research, and encourage children, 
teens, and adults to read.                                                  Adopted August 2008 

 

Grocery Shop and Help Your Library! 
 

 ShurSave Community Rewards is an exciting program that allows 
local non-profit groups the opportunity to earn money for every ShurFine and/or 
Western Family item purchased by registered Gold Card members.  Simply register 
your Gold Card at:
 http://www.mycommunityrewards.com/ShurSave/GoldCard/login.asp 
and use the drop-down menu to choose the Abington Community Library as the 
organization you wish to support.  If you need help registering your card, please stop 
by the Library and a staff member will be happy to assist you!  You will need an 
Email address. 


